
CROSS PARTY GROUP ON M.E. 
MINUTES OF MEETING – 1st December 2011 
1.00 – 2.30pm 
COMMITTEE ROOM 5 
 
Present 
MSPs: Mary Fee MSP, Margaret McCulloch MSP, Neil Bibby MSP 
Non MSPs: Denis Turner, Norma Turner, Robert Sclater, Helen Brownlie, 
Connie Nelson, Helen Smith, Margaret Williams, Linda Dunn, Peter Spencer, 
Miranda Brackenbury, Joan Kerr, Liz Blackadder, Keith Anderson, Elizabeth 
Moncrieff, Janet Graham, Katerina Giakoumakis, Jane Giakoumakis, Lesley 
Scott, Susan Webster, Euan MacPherson, Nick Stroud, Andrew Gardner, Jo 
Bluett 
 
Apologies: Jim Eadie MSP, Siobhan McMahon MSP, Alex Fergusson MSP, 
Alison Dunsire, Richard Zak, Nancy McDonald, Rebecca Young, Jenny Young, 
Ewan Dale, Dr Gregor Purdie, Ian Campbell, Simon Lawrence, John McKnight, 
Linda MacGregor 
 
Convenor’s welcome and introductions 
Mary Fee MSP welcomed everyone to the meeting and introduced Margaret 
McCulloch MSP and Neil Bibby MSP.  Mary announced that Margaret and Neil 
were new members of the CPG on M.E. and would attend meetings when their 
schedules allowed. 
 
Minutes 
With a small amendment from Lesley Scott, the minutes were accepted as a true 
record of the meeting. 
 
Update from committee meeting and work plan 
Mary updated the CPG on the November committee meeting.  She said the best 
way to take the CPG forward was discussed at the meeting.  The MSPs and 
committee agreed that the wider committee should be disbanded.  Only office 
bearers – Convener, Vice Conveners, Secretary and Treasurer would be 
retained.  Working groups should be set up in place of the wider committee.  
CPG members would pick a working group that they wished to be part of.  She 
said topics were not set in stone but those suggested so far were: 
Welfare Reform; 
Lead Clinician and Centre of Excellence; 
Needs Assessment; 
Education of GPs and SGPS; 
Media awareness and MSP awareness 
 
Mary went on to explain that once CPG members have decided which groups 
they would like to be involved in, a spokesperson should be appointed for each 
group.  At CPG meetings, each spokesperson would update members on work 



that had taken place.  This work would be carried out between meetings via 
email, telephone calls etc.  The timings of CPG meetings could be extended to 
allow the working group to meet before the CPG meeting started.   
 
Mary said that the aim of working groups is to give the CPG more focus.  She 
hoped parliamentary questions would come from the work and medical 
professionals, for example, would come to the meetings and take questions.  
This should give meetings more focus and drive.  She said the committee was 
very enthusiastic about the idea and she hoped the wider group would be too. 
 
Mary then opened up the issue for debate.  A number of points were raised 
including where research and rural matters would sit within the working groups.  
It was agreed that research could sit with the Centre of Excellence working 
group.  Having members who live in rural areas in different working groups 
should mean that rural issues would be taken into consideration across the 
board. 
 
Some CPG members were concerned that those who had M.E. would not be well 
enough to contribute to the work of the groups.  Mary accepted this point but 
went on to say that individual members’ involvement would go up and down and 
she would not expect everyone’s input to be the same.  Any contribution would 
be valid.  Communication could take place by email and telephone rather than 
groups having to physically get together.  Other CPG members welcomed the 
proposal.  It was agreed that carers and members of organisations/groups could 
take the burden of administrative work and act as a ‘channel’.    
 
It was suggested that reports from 5 working groups at a CPG meeting could be 
a struggle for people with M.E. to sit through.  Mary responded saying only 2 
working groups would report back at each meeting.   She went on to say that, 
ideally, there would be a maximum of 6 members in each working group.  The 
groups should have a reasonable mix and they would be flexible. 
 
CPG members endorsed the proposal.  Mary suggested that over the next 
couple of weeks members email her or Susan saying which working groups they 
would like to take part in.  Spokespersons would be appointed at the January 
meeting. 
 
Parliamentary Questions 
Mary informed the CPG that she intended to ask the Scottish Government a 
number of PQs, based on the recommendations of the Needs Assessment.  She 
read out each proposed question.  Members agreed with the proposed questions 
but agreed that the question on rehab services should be taken out, as such 
services are said to have caused problems for some people with M.E. in the past.  
A question on diagnostic criteria was added. 
 
AGM 



Mary explained that as the Convener and Vice Conveners had very recently 
been appointed, she was only seeking nominations for the position of Treasurer 
and Secretary.  Nick Stroud was nominated and approved as Treasurer.  Mary 
went on to ask for nominations for Secretary.  Nominations were received and 
seconded for Susan Webster, Action for M.E. and a representative from the 25% 
Group.  After considerable discussion on the voting procedure, Action for M.E. 
withdrew from the vote.  A representative from the 25% Group was approved as 
Secretary.  Carol Flack will take over the role from the January 2012 meeting. 
 
Future meeting dates 
The next two CPG on M.E. meetings were confirmed as: 
Thursday 19 January – 1pm, Committee Room 4 
Wednesday 21 March – 1pm, Committee Room 4 
 
Susan Webster explained that although the CPG agreed at the last meeting that 
future meetings should take place on Tuesdays, she has been informed that the 
Events Team at the Parliament ‘block book’ Committee Rooms on Tuesdays.   
 
AoCB 
 
Helen Brownlie said that the 25% Group would like to report on their members’ 
feedback survey at the next meeting. 
 
 


